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can have rights, and equally incapable of seeing anything
wrong in his habit of dealing with even the suspicion of
" treason " by massacring every man and ravishing every
woman ! There may have been some excuse for maintaining
him in Europe before the war, when to abolish him meant
the outbreak of one. Now, after it, he has been maintained
to be the seed of future trouble, by statesmen who proclaimed
the " war to abolish war "; and on their heads rests the guilt
of the future massacres that will surely arise after the
gigantic lesson they have given to the world that massacres
can be committed with impunity, if only they are big and
horrible enough!
The war was " to make the world safe for Democracy/'
Has Democracy shown itself capable of dealing with the
world? Its weaknesses are, first, that it cannot trust its
agents. No race on earth has such administrators as the
British; and the writer, who has been privileged to live with
some of them and see their working, only hopes some day to
be able to tell the story of what he has seen, that England
may have at least the chance of knowing what manner of
men they are who serve her in despised Mesopotamia. Yet,
because one man in a hundred may show himself no true
sahib, and may fall under temptations that he has never been
trained to bear, Democracy at home hampers the ninety-nine
good men for that reason; and will not allow the man on the
spot, who knows, to act on his own judgment in crises,
without delaying reference to those who neither know nor
can know.
Second, Democracy, as represented by its leaders at home,
gives pledges lightly, and abandons them. " Its vows are
lightly spoken; its faith is hard to bind." In the East,
decision and firmness come first. A governor who has these
will always be respected, even if he be cruel as no Englishman
can be. Let him be just as well, and he is worshipped* But
how can he be firm and decisive when those at home will
not let him act for himself, and send him ever-varying orders
from Downing Street ?
"' It is this conduct in the British Government; this failure,
m&t ia the men on the spot, but in those at home, that calls